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Principal’s Message
 

 

Assalamualaikum warahmatullah wabarakatuh.

Dear parents, guardians and students,

Alhamdulillah, we have reached the end of another term 

and halfway through the school year! What a successful 

and productive term it has been.

This term, we have had a great number of events, with 

one of the most exciting events being ICOM’s Annual 

Quran Awards Night in June. While it was an evening like 

no other, with performances and celebrations rivalling 

many of our other large-scale events, the main event 

will always be the hard work and effort each and every 

student has achieved in the Quran Competitions.  Several 

awards were presented on the night including, Quran 

Memorisation, Quran Recitation, Iqra Graduates, winners 

of the Adhan Competition and winners of the short 

speech competition. A huge congratulation to all the 

winners of the night. There is no doubt that both your 

parents and your teachers are as extremely proud of 

your achievement as I am.

The week following the Quran Awards night, the College 

welcomed Hajj Week in Primary and Arabic/Hajj Week in 

Secondary. The College Departments held a magnificent 

week, with replicas of the important locations and Hajj 

rituals. Students had the opportunity to explore various 

stations, from the Tawaf around the Kabaa to sipping the 

blessed Zam Zam water and the journey between Safa 

and Marwa. It was encouraging to witness our students 

embrace the essence of this sacred pilgrimage and learn 

about the history and significance of Hajj, an important 

journey they will one day make for themselves insha 

Allah.

Term 2 ended with the celebration of Primary Literacy 

Week and Character Day. The week was filled with 

several book readings, an SRC bake & book sale, mask 

making activity, character origami and puppet making. 

Students also enjoyed the special book readings by 

guest authors Sue DeGennaro and Andrew McDonald. 

For character day, staff and students dressed up as 

their favourite book characters, experienced a special 

assembly and enjoyed a donut sale during lunch time. 

It was a wondrous opportunity to see the impact that 

literature and stories had on our students. By enjoying 

the world of books, students can learn so much. I 

encourage you to please make this a regular habit at 

home by having children read every day.

With the term break on our doorstep, we will be 

celebrating Eidul Adha on Wednesday 28 June 

insha’Allah. I wish you all a blessed Eid with your friends 

and family. 

I hope to see you all back next term refreshed from the 3 

week break.

Dr Abdul M. Kamareddine

College Principal
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Important Reminders

•  Parents are reminded to install SEQTA Engage to access important 
messages sent from the College.

•  Parents are asked to keep their details, including email address updated 
with the College. You may do this through SEQTA Engage.

•  Parents must advise the College of any medical conditions their child may 
have, whether it is severe or just a mild condition. 

•  The College cannot provide medication to students unless it has been 
prescribed to them. This includes hay fever tablets and paracetamol. If your 
child requires medication your child’s name and directions must be on the 
label before handing any medication to the College nurse. 

•  The uniform for Term 2 & 3 is the winter uniform. All students are 
expected to wear the winter uniform, this includes the dark grey winter 
skirt or tunic and dark grey leggings/tights. This also means boys in 
Foundation to Year 4 must wear the long Charcoal pleated trousers and no 
longer the shorts.
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ICOM Quran Awards Night

The Islamic College of Melbourne recently held its Annual Quran Awards Night, celebrating all of our students 
across Primary & Secondary Schools who memorise, recite & excel at their Quranic studies. 

It was an evening like no other, with performances and celebrations rivalling many of our other large-scale 
events. All of our super-star students and dedicated teaching staff & parents in attendance made this special 
ceremony truly incredible.

The Night was filled with many performances from our students. Our remarkable students have proven that with 
determination and perseverance, one can reach great heights in their pursuit of knowledge. Our Year 12 boys 
took us on a mesmerizing journey showcasing Azans from around the world and different Riwayat. The Quran 
recitations from different year levels was a true highlight to the evening, as the students gracefully recited verses 
from the Holy Quran. 

The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said 'Allah has His own people among mankind.' 

The companions said: 'O Messenger of Allah, who are they?' He said: 'The people of the Qur'an, the people of 
Allah and those who are closest to Him.' 

SubhanAllah, what a great honour to achieve.

We would like to take this time to officially congratulate all of our winners & participants this year, all Students of 
the book of Allah SWT are all winners, regardless of their results in our Quran Competitions.

The love for Islam and Holy Quran was truly evident throughout the night.

May their achievements serve as a guiding light to inspire others to embrace the teaching of the Quran with the 
same dedication and enthusiasm.
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To mark the beginning of Hajj Week at ICOM, our Secondary cohort rallied together during a very special 
assembly.

The assembly consisted of insightful Hajj talks, reminders as well as Arabic Poetry presented by Year 10 student, 
Muhtadi Kamereldin. This special assembly was hosted by ICOM College Captains, Imran Hussien and Sumaiyya 
Baloch.

The assembly became even more memorable when some of our Senior Secondary students appeared riding 
camels, making a grand entrance before making their way to the Kaaba to perform tawaf.

the camel rides continued as all of our Senior Primary & Secondary students were able to experience what it feels 
like to ride one of these amazing animals.

To add to the excitement, Hajj week was filled with activities for students to partake in, such as the Amazing race, 
where students raced through challenges and winners were rewarded with prizes. Our secondary students sold 
warm Sahlab during lunch time and hosted a masbaha workshop where students got to make their own. It was 
truly an enriching experience. May we all be granted a visit to Hajj inshaaAllah.

ICOM Hajj Week
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In celebration of Reading, ICOM held its annual Primary Literacy Week between the 19th – 22nd of June. 
Throughout the week students were treated to a diverse range of activities that kept them thoroughly 
entertained; activities ranging from multiple storytelling sessions during recess and lunch, Interactive sessions, 
book stalls, cake and donut stalls, there was never a dull moment in the college.

The Primary SRC students also had a stall selling books that were donated by students in order to buy new ones 
to donate to local childcares to nurture a love for reading from a young age. 

Literacy Week served as a testament to the power of books and imagination in shaping young minds. The event 
fostered a love for reading and provided a avenue for students to express their creativity once again.

Primary Literacy Week
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As literacy week drew close to an end, the grand finale took the form of a spectacular character parade during 
a special assembly held on students’ last day of the semester. Students dressed in costumes inspired by their 
favourite book or movie characters, showcasing their imaginative spirit. 

Our college principal, Dr Abdul Kamareddine entertained the students by reading ‘What Are You Supposed Be?’ 
by Paul Beavis during the assembly. Our students were not only captivated by the storytelling but also delighted 
by the accompanying sound effects. 

Students were also surprised by a special visit from Snow White, Batman and Mickey Mouse adding a special 
element of excitement to the parade. Each class had the opportunity to parade their costumes to the school by 
walking around the gym for everyone to see.

Primary Characters Day
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Debating & Public Speaking

Public Speaking Excellence at Islamic College of Melbourne! 

We are delighted to share the wonderful news of one of our brilliant Year 11 students, Wajeeha Raza, who 
recently showcased her exceptional speaking skills in the semi-finals of the prestigious Plain English Speaking 
Award (PESA) competition. Though she did not progress to the State Final, her performance was nothing short of 
extraordinary.

The competition, held on Monday, 19th June at The Department of Education at Treasury Place in East 
Melbourne, brought together talented speakers from schools such as Nossal High School, Haileybury College, St 
Monica's College, and Camberwell Girls Grammar School. Wajeeha stood confidently amongst these participants, 
making her presence known with her fantastic speeches.

In her prepared speech, titled 'The Weeds in our Soil,' Wajeeha eloquently addressed the pressing issue of 
Islamophobia. With a firm grasp of the topic, she presented her arguments with poise, conviction, and a deep 
understanding of the challenges faced by the Islamic community. Her words resonated with the audience, 
highlighting the importance of unity, understanding, and compassion to uproot the weeds of prejudice and 
foster a society built on respect and inclusivity.
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Not only did Wajeeha excel in her prepared speech, but she also displayed her versatility and quick thinking in 
the impromptu speech round. When given the topic 'Change is good,' she embraced the challenge and delivered 
an engaging and thought-provoking speech. Her ability to think on her feet, organise her thoughts, and deliver a 
coherent and persuasive argument impressed both the judges and the audience.

Her outstanding performance serves as a testament to her hard work, dedication, and talent. Her 
accomplishment is a source of pride for the Islamic College of Melbourne and a reflection of our commitment to 
nurturing confident and articulate young individuals.

We would like to extend our heartfelt congratulations to Wajeeha Raza for her remarkable achievements in the 
Plain English Speaking Award competition. We applaud her for her dedication, perseverance, and exemplary 
representation of the values we hold dear. We have no doubt that Wajeeha has a bright future ahead, and we 
look forward to witnessing her continued growth and success in the field of public speaking.

Finally, we encourage all students at the Islamic College of Melbourne to be inspired by Wajeeha's achievements 
and to explore the exciting opportunities available in the world of debating and public speaking. Your voice 
matters, and platforms like PESA provide a platform for you to make a difference.

Once again, congratulations to Wajeeha Raza on her remarkable performance in the Plain English Speaking 
Award competition. We wish her all the best in her future endeavours and look forward to witnessing more 
accomplishments from our talented students in the years to come.

Mr Jarrod Carrington

Debating and Public Speaking Coordinator
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On Tuesday, 6th June, our Year 10 students took part in an exciting educational journey as part of the Year 10 
Melbourne City Experience. This excursion was incorporated as an important part of the students' Humanities 
coursework and their LCPC subject, which resulted in a real-life learning experience.  This was a day to enhance 
student planning, navigation, exploration, and cultural understanding. Students were required to put their 
heads together to plan their itinerary for the day, promoting the school values of connection, responsibility and 
teamwork. They had to decide on the locations they were going to visit and then navigate their way through 
Melbourne's city streets. The idea was to give students the confidence to navigate the city in life outside of 
school whether for work, educational or recreational purposes, rather than only being comfortable travelling 
to places they are familiar with. In doing so, students learned how to use the Myki ticketing system and got 
firsthand experience of travelling on trains and trams.

The City Experience offered our students the opportunity to explore potential business locations, cultural sites, 
and heritage points in Melbourne. This included visiting at least one Islamic location, such as the Islamic Council 
of Victoria (ICV), to promote student belonging and understanding of the concept of being an Australian Muslim. 
They were also tasked with finding a free art location, giving them a chance to appreciate the city's vibrant 
art scene. Another fun challenge was to find a place to eat, with Melbourne Central (aka MC) being the most 
popular destination. In addition, they visited a university to give them a glimpse of potential future academic 
environments and a recreational health location to highlight the importance of physical health in our lives. The 
Melbourne City Experience was a fantastic opportunity for our Year 10 students to get a taste of independent 
city life. They left with not only valuable navigational skills but also a greater appreciation for Melbourne's rich 
cultural and recreational atmosphere.

Mr Omar Dennaoui

SRC Coordinator and AD of Student Service

Leadership, Careers and Pastoral Care
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Secondary Visual Arts

AlhamdulilAllah it has been a creative journey for our talented secondary students during semester 1 of 2023. 
What an inspirational journey of the creative minds! 

Year 7 students responded to Visual Artworks incredibly well by applying multiple understanding of the Art 
elements, principles and use of different materials and techniques.                                                                                                                  

They examined their own culture as well as learning new ones and developed a deeper understanding of their 
practices as artists. 

Students explored Historical Arts as well as Modern designs of famous and iconic buildings they have been 
inspired by: ranging from different cities around the world and within the creative 3D design and Architectural 
perspective.

The year 8 students designed and created visual expressions of selected themes and concepts through a variety 
of Visual Art forms and styles. They developed and formed opinions on artworks based on research of current Art 
and artists utilizing Artist Rosalie Gascoigne as an inspiration. 

Students applied great understanding to nature, learning new Art styles and creating inspirational 3D Abstract 
and symbolism Art installation. 

Year 8 Drama students utilised their drama characters as inspiration and communicated it into their Visual Art.
Creative masks were created to enhance their creative thinking skills as they demonstrated the knowledge of 
their creative characters. 

Ms Lamia Al-Asaly

Secondary Art Teacher
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Intermediate Boys: Outdoor Soccer

On May 30th, our College intermediate soccer team eagerly took part in the highly anticipated SSV outdoor 
soccer tournament. With their impressive skills and unwavering teamwork, they secured two impressive wins, 
earning a well-deserved spot in the finals. 

Although they narrowly lost the final match with a score of 2-1, the boys have undoubtedly made our school 
immensely proud. Their sheer determination and collective effort were evident throughout the tournament, 
showcasing their bright potential for future successes. The ICOM team's achievements fill us with pride and 
excitement for the promising future that lies ahead for them.

Mr Salih Hasanacevic

Head of Health and P.E Faculty
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On Friday 9th of June, the Foundation students had a school incursion to reinforce their Term 2 Humanities 
Geography unit about Community Helpers. Students have been learning about a variety of community helpers 
and have developed an understanding of how these helpers assist in our community. 

Students enjoyed dressing up as their favourite community helper. We had students dressed up as doctors, 
nurses, paramedics, firefighters, teachers, chefs, police officers and more! 

Students also had a special visit from our local police department where they learned about the important roles 
and responsibilities of their profession and how they contribute to our community's well- being. We are proud of 
our students for their enthusiasm and eagerness to learn. 

Ms Michelle Culjak

Foundation Teacher and Team Leader

Foundation: Community Service
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Our Foundation students went on their very first excursion to the Inflatable World Play Centre located in 
Werribee. 

Students had a wonderful morning at the play centre and enjoyed playing with their friends on all the inflatables. 
Students enjoyed jumping and bouncing on the jumping castles, climbing on the large wall and sliding down 
the large slides. There was even an obstacle course which involved jumping and weaving. It was great to see our 
students bonding and interacting with each other. 

Students returned back to school for lunchtime and loved sharing their favourite parts of their day with their 
friends and teachers.

Ms Michelle Culjak

Foundation Teacher and Team Leader

Foundation: Inflatable World Play Centre
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Our year 12 students had the incredible opportunity to participate in Meet the Professionals Night at our school.

The event featured an impressive panel of experts from various fields, Including public health professionals, 
optometrist, lawyers, town planners, finance, journalists, Imam and more. 

Our students had the opportunity to sit down with these accomplished professionals and ask them questions 
about their careers, life experiences and job responsibilities. It was an enlightening and inspiring evening that 
opened doors to new possibilities for our future graduates.

Secondary Meet the Professionals
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Asalamu Alaikum Warahmatullah Wabarakatuh,

We have been very fortunate to have two authors visiting our school during Literacy week. Sue and Andrew 
are well-known and respected authors of children's books. 

During their visit, Sue and Andrew spoke about their life as authors and their journey of becoming who 
they are today. Both the authors showcased some of their books and highlighted the importance of reading 
and writing and encouraged them to become creative writers. Students were excited to have their books 
autographed by the authors. 

Students were encouraged to ask questions about the books the books that were read and the inspiration 
behind their creation.

We sincerely hope your child enjoyed the whole experience of meeting both authors and having their very 
book signed to celebrate the occasion. Author visits are a great way to engage students in reading and creative 
writing!

Meet The Author: Andrew Mc Donald

Andrew McDonald writes books for kids.

Andrew is the author of the bestselling 'Real Pigeons' series and the 

'Hello Twigs' series – both illustrated by Ben Wood and published 

by Hardie Grant Children’s Publishing.  His books have been 

shortlisted for prizes such as the Australian Book Industry Awards,

the Readings Children’s Book Prize, and the YABBA, KOALA and 
KROC children’s choice Book Award.

Mr George Demetrios         Ms KhurrathulAin Syeda

Head Librarian          Primary Librarian 

Primary Library News
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Secondary Library News

Asalamu Alaikum Warahmatullah Wabarakatuh,

Alhumdullilah, it’s hard to believe we have reached the end of term 2.

It has been a busy and stressful time for our secondary students as they prepared for their end of semester 
exams.

The library has been the hub for students to review and revise their work as they engaged in collaboration 
sessions and study groups with their peers. It has been pleasing to see the library being utilised as a learning 
and education centre and students submerged in their academic work.

We are excited to announce our annual ICOM Book Fair hosting Darussalam and Larrikin. Secondary students 
will have the opportunity to purchase during recess and lunchtime.

This is a wonderful initiative to support ICOM where a portion of all proceeds will be used to build our library 
collection.

Mr George Demetrios         Ms Nadia Moosa

Head Librarian          Secondary Librarian 


